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Biodiversity for Sustainable Develop-
ment. K. P. Laladhas, Preetha Nilayan-
god and Oommen V. Oommen (eds). 
Springer, Basel, Switzerland. 2017. Vol. 
3, 411 pages. Price: € 95,19 (e book). € 
114,99 (Hard cover). ISBN: ISBN 978-3-
319-42161-2 ISBN 978-3-319-42162-9 
(eBook). DOI:10.1007/978-3-319-42162-
9. 
 
This book is the third in the series ‘The 
Environmental Challenges and Solu-
tions’, which aims to improve our 
knowledge and understanding of differ-
ent environmental problems and to effec-
tively solve them. It is a comprehensive 
study and discussion on biodiversity and 
ecosystem services that are important to 
sustaining life on earth. The main objec-
tive of this book is to explore the three 
pillars of sustainable development – 
economic, social and environmental – 
and their interrelationships at the regio-
nal level for sustainable development. 
This book brings out best practices to 
strengthen the effectiveness of biodiver-
sity governance at different levels for a 
sustainable future, especially in develop-
ing countries like India. Sustainability 
manifests itself as a set of policies, pro-
grammes, and initiatives, each with its 
own implications1. Biodiversity and eco-
system services are important to sustain-
ing life on earth, and play an important 
role in achieving the sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals2. It contains two key con-
cepts; first, the concept of ‘needs’, in 
particular, the essential needs of the 
world’s poor to which overriding priority 
should be given, and second, the idea of 
limitations imposed by the state of tech-
nology and social organization on the 
ability of the environment to meet pre-
sent and future needs. This means sus-

tainable development cannot be achieved 
without considering the environmental 
dimensions and poverty eradication. It 
also cannot be achieved if ecosystem ser-
vices and natural capital are degraded. 
For eradication of poverty and protection 
of environment, 193 UN countries 
adopted the 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Agenda.  
 A series of agreements like Addis 
Ababa Agenda for Action (AAAA), 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
including Goals and Paris Climate 
Agreement happened in the year 2015, 
that provided a new direction to shape 
our common future more sustainably. 
However, we are still unable to suitably 
consider the foundation of such devel-
opment. Such an understanding is impor-
tant as it provides a holistic perspective 
on development. This book explores the 
interrelationship between biodiversity 
and sustainable development through the 
perspective of access and benefit-
sharing, biodiversity governance and sus-
tainable livelihood. Therefore, it is im-
portant to discuss issues like green 
growth, poverty reduction using natural 
capital, food security and biodiversity 
governance, etc. in relation to biodiver-
sity and sustainability. The above con-
cerns will motivate one to read the book 
for novel and simple ideas to enhance the 
understanding and effectiveness of bio-
diversity governance at different levels 
for sustainability. The book introduces 
challenges that are frequently confronted 
when trying to conceptualize sustainable 
development through different discipli-
nary lenses. It concludes with a discus-
sion on the need to adopt a holistic and 
integrative approach to design policies 
and initiatives aimed at achieving more 
sustainable forms of development. There 
are a total of 23 chapters and the editors 
have divided the book into three sections 
representing the environmental, social 
and economic dimensions. The first sec-
tion, ‘Access and benefit-sharing (ABS) 
for sustainable development’ has nine 
chapters and focuses on the Nagoya Pro-
tocol and its key provision on the equita-
ble sharing of benefits leading to 
improved local economies, livelihoods 
and sustainable utilization of bio-
resources. Benefit-sharing can be both 
monetary and nonmonetary in the form 
of royalties, joint ventures technology 
transfer, capacity building, etc., thus con-
tributing to poverty alleviation and sus-
tainable development of the developing 

countries. The Indian experience of dif-
ferent models of biodiversity governance 
from protected area network to commu-
nity conservation and decentralized  
governance promotes conservation and 
development, and is relevant in the con-
text of the post-2015 development 
agenda. The second section ‘Biodiversity 
governance for sustainable development’ 
contains six chapters, and examines the 
process of forming Biodiversity Man-
agement Committees (BMCs) at the  
Local Self Government (LSG) level to 
promote environmental sustainability, 
highlighting local and community-level 
conservation initiatives that have led to 
the conservation of habitats and species. 
This part also emphasizes on conserva-
tion through payment for ecosystem  
services and different geographical indi-
cators for sustainable livelihood. The 
third section ‘Biodiversity for sustainable 
livelihood’ has seven chapters, with em-
phasis on poverty eradication and food 
security. For sustainable development, 
social drivers are also important, related 
not only to poverty eradication but also 
to enhance productive capacity and  
employment, social justice and empow-
erment. The case studies included  
demonstrate how the integration of tradi-
tional knowledge with modern tech-
niques can enhance the productivity of 
traditional crop varieties. These chapters 
give an overview of the livestock sector 
in India as well as the native breeds of 
cattle and buffaloes in India, and advo-
cate greater thrust on preserving and 
augmenting superior native breeds of 
livestock for poverty eradication.  
 The book has several illustrations (9 
black-and-white and 45 coloured) with 
many of them conveying the intended 
theme. In general, the book is suitable 
for researchers, scientists and policy 
makers to understand how international 
and national agreements relate to issues 
in their own lives, and the relevance of 
grassroot initiatives and bottom-up solu-
tions for sustainable development.  
The editors provide a roadmap on eco-
logical sustainability and bring out new 
approaches for holistic development  
considering that participation and grass-
root empowerment are basic stimulators 
of equitable and sustainable develop-
ment. 
 Although the book includes many case 
studies and is carefully compiled across a 
series of themes, most of them are of the 
developing countries, specifically India. 
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Hence there is scope for incorporation of 
more examples from the developed coun-
tries as well. This book is written in a 
concise and readable style, making it 
suitable for both specialists and non-
specialists. It would be useful to res-
earchers, scientists, policy makers and 
students involved in the areas related to 
different aspects of sustainability. The 
aim of this book is to enhance the under-
standing on sustainability with biodiver-
sity conservation from the different case 

studies being discussed. It offers recom-
mendations that can be applied to  
analogous issues elsewhere to find eco-
logical solutions for sustainable devel-
opment.  
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