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Higher education scenario – some observations 
 
Sushanta Dattagupta 
 
In the background of the presently active 
discussions on the state of higher educa-
tion in the country, especially in the con-
text of the New Education Policy, I 
would like to make a few remarks from 
personal experience. Earlier in this  
forum, I have discussed the ‘ageing’ of 
Indian universities1. The history of  
Indian universities – some based on indi-
genous Indian ‘values’, and most others 
modelled after the British system, their 
decay and the concomitant prominence 
of research institutions – but how ageing 
has afflicted even the latter – have all 
been the subject of the previous essay. I 
had also dwelt on the issue of politiciza-
tion, the victim of which has particularly 
been the university system. I had also  
extolled the virtue of interdisciplinarity 
and how that attribute can be inculcated 
among young students by an effective 
synergy between teaching and research2. 
I have no hesitation in admitting that 
there is no alternative to universities as 
places for higher learning. All other ef-
forts to create smaller and more focused 
institutions can only be complementary 
to our existing State and Central Univer-
sities. If the universities perish, so will 
higher education. 
 Given this preamble, I turn to the 
present effort to champion the cause of 
what is phrased as ‘research universi-
ties’. I am baffled by this terminology. 
To me, the meaning of a university is 
where teaching and research are intert-
wined – the two faculties are just two 
sides of the same coin. Even in the 
acronym of the newly developed and 
overall successful experiment of the In-
dian Institutes of Science Education and 
Research, the epithet ‘education’ pre-
cedes ‘research’!3,4 In all reputed West-

ern universities, teaching is equally em-
phasized. In my experience in the US 
system, all the accomplished researchers 
are also good teachers and vice versa. 
 All the top universities of the world 
have thriving undergraduate curricula. In 
fact, in my own field of physics, many 
journals have a marked presence of un-
dergraduates as authors. Several reputed 
universities have facilities that engage in 
undergraduate teaching and also carry 
out frontline research concurrently. Yet, 
many of these universities have yielded 
innumerable Nobel laureates and Fields 
medallists (in mathematics).  
 Some of the State Universities in our 
country have had exemplary tradition in 
both teaching and research. Over the 
years, however, they have been victims 
of politicization, sometimes mirroring 
the antagonism between State and Cen-
tral leadership. As long as education re-
mains a ‘concurrent subject’ of the 
Constitution, one does not see how this 
problem can be resolved. 
 In this context, the role of the Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC) needs 
scrutiny. The university system reflects 
the pluralistic character and varied em-
phasis on education in the country at 
large. Hence, clubbing all universities 
under one uniform system is bound to 
stifle their creative growth. 
 Research institutions have an addition-
al problem – the strict insistence on the 
retirement age of 60 years is leaving out 
many competent and active scientists. In 
a country where longevity has increased, 
we are losing the services of assiduously 
built-up scientific manpower. Surely, 
academics cannot be treated at par with 
bureaucrats in the Government as far as 
retirement age is concerned.  

 The need of the hour, in my opinion, is 
to have an effective integration of re-
search institutions with the university 
system. Such a liaison would help effi-
cient use of the resources and proper uti-
lization of the experimental facilities that 
the research institutions are naturally  
endowed with. Besides, the discernible 
dearth of faculty in the universities can 
be mitigated by using the services of 
scientists in research institutions.  
 Keeping the importance of interdiscip-
linarity in mind, especially in the present 
context of heightened concern about en-
vironment and climate issues, we must 
dispense with the system of partitioning 
biological sciences, engineering sciences 
and physical sciences in our curricula. 
New courses would have to be designed, 
eliminating the archaic structure but 
bringing in new developments in both 
basic and applied sciences5. 
 In conclusion, this discussion is an  
effort to put into focus the state of higher 
education in India. I think there are many 
important, albeit complex, issues which 
are not being properly addressed. 
 
 

1. Dattagupta, S., Curr. Sci., 2019, 117(3), 
347–348. 

2. Dattagupta, S., Curr. Sci., 2020, 118(9), 
1331–1332. 

3. Dattagupta, S., In Vision for Science (ed. 
Satya Prakash), Allied Publications, New 
Delhi, 2014, pp. 191–199. 

4. Rajan, M. S., Curr. Sci., 2019, 116(6), 
1020–1021. 

5. Dattagupta, S., Curr. Sci., 2001, 81, 1160–
1161. 

 

Sushanta Dattagupta is in the Bose Insti-
tute, Kolkata 700 054, India. 
e-mail: sushantad@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


