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G. Madhavan (1947–2022) 
 
G. Madhavan, the Executive Secretary of 
the Current Science Association died on  
1 March 2022, after a brief illness. In his 
passing, this journal has lost the backbone 
of the organization. Madhavan shepherded 
the journal’s office for over three decades, 
even while handling many other responsi-
bilities. In the years that I was the Editor 
of this journal, I invariably turned to  
Madhavan for advice and help. In the years  
after my retirement, he would often call 
me when the news of the passing of a Fel-
low of the Indian Academy of Sciences 
reached him. He would always ask the 
same question: ‘Who do you think should 
write the obituary in Current Science?’ I 
never did imagine that the day would come 
when I would sit down to reflect on all that 
Madhavan did for his surroundings, in the 
course of his long career, serving the insti-
tutions that he loved, the Indian Academy 
of Sciences and  the Current Science Asso-
ciation. 
 Gopalakrishnan Madhavan was born in 
Bangalore on 17 October 1947 into a large 
family of eight sons and four daughters. 
Financial constraints drove him to seek 
employment immediately after completing 
high school (SSLC) in 1963. His first job 
was in the New Government Electric Fac-
tory (NGEF) in Bangalore on a monthly 
salary of Rs 50. He then moved to work in 
a Karnataka State Government office be-
fore joining the National Aeronautical  
Laboratory (NAL, CSIR) in 1967, as an 
office assistant. In six short years Madha-
van had made himself indispensable and 
well liked in the Materials Division. It was 
during his NAL tenure that Madhavan 
went to evening college and acquired a 
B.Com. degree. His entry into NAL was to 
be the turning point in his career. It was at 
NAL that he began to work for Sivaraj 
Ramaseshan, then the Deputy Director and 
head of the newly formed Materials 
Science Division. Ramaseshan was a man 
of many parts; a physicist of distinction, an 
influential editor, a passionate promoter of 
Indian scientific journals, an administrator 
and institution builder and above all a 
great motivator of all those who worked 
with him. Ramaseshan was not only C. V. 
Raman’s nephew but also his student, ob-
taining his Ph.D. for work done at the  
Indian Institute of Science in the 1940s. In 
1970, when Raman died, Ramaseshan as-
sumed the role of custodian of the Raman 
legacy. Three distinct organizations were 

located in a sylvan campus: the Raman 
Research Institute, the Indian Academy of 
Sciences founded by Raman in 1934 and 
the Current Science Association, which 
produced this journal. The journal had 
been started by a group of Bangalore 
scientists in 1932, two years before the 
Academy. After Raman’s arrival in Banga-
lore in 1933 he soon assumed a dominant 
role in the affairs of the journal.  
 In the early 1970s, after Raman’s pass-
ing, Ramaseshan played a key role in se-
curing the future of the Academy and 
Current Science. One of his first steps was 
to persuade Madhavan to move to the 
Academy as secretarial assistant in 1974. 
Over the next four decades Madhavan 
would become the face of the Academy. In 
1987, he was redesignated as the Deputy 
Executive Secretary and became the Exe-
cutive Secretary in 1987, a position he 
held till 2008. During this period Madha-
van worked closely with N. Mukunda in 
the rapidly expanding activities of the 
Science Education Panel of the Academy, 
including the journal Resonance, the 
Summer Research Fellowships programmes, 
Refresher courses for Teachers and the 
Lecture workshops. Subsequently, he su-
pervised the activities of the Science Edu-
cation Programmes of the Academy till 
2014. In 2015, he assumed the position of 
Executive Secretary of the Current Science 

Association, a role he had been playing for 
a very long time without a formal title.  
 I first met Madhavan in 1981 at a meet-
ing in the Academy. Three years later I 
watched him at the Golden Jubilee meet-
ing of the Academy, a key coordinator of a 
complex, anniversary event attended by 
many of India’s most senior and celebrated 
scientists. He was always present in all 
events of the Academy, his calm and reas-
suring presence ensuring that all arrange-
ments would work faultlessly. In 1988, 
Ramaseshan assumed the office of the Edi-
tor of Current Science. Madhavan seam-
lessly moved into the role of coordinating 
and supervising the offices of both the 
Academy and the Current Science Associ-
ation bringing a new synergy in the two 
organizations. His role in Current Science 
continued till his death. He was in the of-
fice almost till the end. In 1988, when I 
began to assist Ramaseshan in rejuvenat-
ing Current Science, I met Madhavan regu-
larly. He always seemed to be in the office 
ready to help with any matter. In the mid-
1980s, when Ramaseshan moved to the 
Raman Institute, following his retirement 
from the Directorship of the Indian Insti-
tute of Science, his first action on reaching 
the office would be to ask for Madhavan; 
this was mostly unnecessary as Madhavan 
would already have appeared, files in 
hand.  

 
Madhavan at the Academy: (top left) with N. Mukunda; (top right) with C. N. R. Rao; (bot-
tom left) with (from left) H. Y. Mohan Ram, Vidyanand Nanjundiah and S. Varadarajan; 
(bottom right ) with (second from left) R. Kumar and N. Viswanadham. 
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 Madhavan held the offices of the journal 
and the Academy together for two dec-
ades, by his ability to persuade those who 
worked under his guidance to follow his 
example of total dedication to the organi-
zations he served. He was undoubtedly 
helped in this role by Presidents of the 
Academy, who understood the long histor-
ical connection between the journal and 
the Academy. In later years, as institutional 
memories began to fade among those who 
led the two organizations, the task of smoo-
thly coordinating the functioning of the offi-

ces became more difficult. Madhavan, 
along with his younger colleagues at the 
journal, remained completely loyal to the 
task of ensuring that this journal could 
maintain its tight production schedule, de-
spite the changing environment. He was a 
strict supervisor for whom punctuality was 
a way of life. He was also a kind and gener-
ous mentor to all those who worked under 
him. For over a quarter of a century Mad-
havan was the face of the Indian Academy 
of Sciences. He was always there ready to 
help everyone from Presidents to the newly 

joined assistants. How do I summarize 
Madhavan’s sterling qualities? I can only 
say ‘they don’t make them like that any-
more’. He is survived by his wife, son and 
daughter. He will be missed by all those 
who worked with him and by the Indian 
Academy of Sciences and Current Science 
which he served with the utmost devotion. 

P. BALARAM 

National Centre for Biological Sciences, 
Bengaluru 560 064, India 
e-mail: pb@iisc.ac.in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Edited by S. K. Satheesh and printed & published by the Current Science Association, Bengaluru 560 080. 

Typeset by WINTECS Typesetters, Bengaluru and Printed at Lotus Printers Pvt Ltd, Bengaluru (Ph: 2320 9909) 
© 2022, Current Science Association 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


