Editorial

“ Romance in Engineering.”-gIn this issue is pub]ished.tho paper
“ Romances in Kngineering ”’ $resented by Mr.o. N. Das-Gupta, oureVice-
President, early this session. Mr. Das-Gupta’s intention was to deliver
his subject in the nature of an informal talk and not as a paper for
publication® We had therefore difficulty in obtaining permi;.esion to print
our report of his talk. Hence the delay in publication.s The subject is
one which will be of .intorest to every engineer, and will most likely,
increase somewhat his pride in his profession.

Adir Brakes—The continual demand for greater and greater speed,
the increase of traffic in narrow thoroughfares, and the resulting
frequency in need for sudden stoppage make it of the utmost importance
to have efficient brakimg systems in all speedy vehicles. The recent
improvements in the Calcutta Tram Cars have created a wide interest
and their air brakes appear to have proved of great advantage. A hrief
deseription of the use of air brakes in Caleutta tramears has been presented
to us by one of our graduate members, Mr. Pratapchandra Chandra,
B.Se, and we take pleasure in publishing the same. The desire to spread
useful knowledge is much appreciated, and articles of this nature are
most welcome.

Contributions—The fear that one’s grammar may he faulty or manner
of expression may be laughed at, should not be allowed to prevent the
spread of engineering knowledge. Though literary taste and elarity of
expression are necessary to make reading easy yet lack of these will not
hide from the understanding of the intelligent and econsiderate reader
what the unpractised author endeavours to convey in his first literary
effort. .

o

No knowledge of value to engineers should be allowed to remain
hidden by any body unless he be bound by contract or moral conscience
to do so for the commercial benefit of ones client or employer, or for the
strategy of his nation’s military defence, or else forced by neectssity to ex-
ploit his seeret knowledge for his own pecuniary betlefit. °It is recognised®
as a charitable act for one to make public any knowledge that gives him
a pmfessional advantage over those less informed and it is for the
performatce of this cHaritablé act that we look to members of the
Association of Engineerseand offer our gratitude for their contributions
to this Journal. ‘ *
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Charitable purpose—It has often been questioned by ambitious
engineers, ‘ Of what advantage is the Association of Engineers Jo its
members? What advantageeto their profession do they hope to gain by
joining it?”” It is worth while pondering over thesg two questions. For
the answers to these show the purpose both of applications for el@tion
to and ros'lgnations from the membership of the Association tendered by
indiwidual membery. They answer the qestion, “ Daq members join the
Association for their own advantage or for a charitable purpose, or for
both?’”’ This is of very great importance to the existence itself of the
Associution,‘and is also” of some legal value. °

. .

1t is said that by permitting a member to write the title M.AE. or
AM.AE., ete. after his name the Association cohfers on him a eertain
measure of advantage in the practice of his profession. For the title
leads the publie to put faith without much enquiry on the reliability and
capacity of the engineer bearing that titte and thus constitutes an
advantage over those who practise the profession without such title.

[ 4

To this it is objected that as any one may practice the engincering
" profession without any title whatever, the title is not necessary to its
practice, and moreover, as the title itself is not conferred until one *has
already held a position of responsibility and attained a eertain measure
of success therein, the title cannot be said to have contributed in any
way to that suceess. The advantage te be gained in profession fron titles

of this type may therefore be said to be imaginary.

There is a tendency however to regard the membership of this Asso-
clation as a stepping stone to high public service beeause 1t has been
observed in some advertisements inviting applications for vacant posts in
public service that among other qualifications the applicant is required to
be a member of some such technical society. It would appear from the
advertisenents that there is a distinet advantage to be gained by joining
the society whose name is mentioned. But that advantage is only
apparent and not real. For this type of advertisement is faulty® What
is really meant is that the applicant is required to possess those qualifica-
tions which would entitle him to such membership. The actual member-
ship is not neeessary to the performance of the duties required of the
person apflointed to the post and is of no concern, nor should it be of

*any concern t6 the Appointing authorities. Advertisements of this type
tend rather to give publicity to the Technical Society whose name appears
in the advertisement and this to a certain extent affects its mentbership
roll as well as those of sister bodies. Oh account of the appamsent oppor-
tunity of securing service and advancement by joining the society whose
name is often mcntioned there is a scramble fm; nmewmbership of that body
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and a fall from the menmbership voll of similar bodies whose names seldom
appear. Both resignations and applieations for membership on this
aceount are matters of sonte cotcern to the ounells of sueh hodies. lioss

IR
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of members is fhways reeretted. But Toss of sueh = self seekers
no loms,  Intlux of members is weleomed, Dut suel members are of no
value to the Association,  For their purpose in joining the Axdheiation is
only 1o obtain professional adwancemnent. They, nevey help in proweting
the aims and objeets of the Association aud leave it or discontinue paying
their subscriptions as soon as they have sceured a suitable post. Inflation
of the memgership roll by adinission of 7 selffseckers 77 s therelore
undesirable.

It is interesting to®note that while some people have heen tendering
resienations beeause they find no advantaze o themselves in continuing
their membership, one of the hest known and longest established tecehnieal
Institutions in existence has been el up betore the faw courts several
times to show eause why its income and properties should not be taxed
on account of the profegsional advantage it offers to its members, and
the only @round on which the judges found that it should bhe exenpt
From payient of taxes was that the professional advantage, if there was
amy® dervived by wembers frouc their membership was net amone the
abjeets of the Institution and that its purpose was a purely charitable otie,
This Jlegal consideration shouid he horre in mind by anenhers and
especially by members ol the council whenever there is a motion to make
provision for the pecuniary henefit and  professional  advantage  of
members of the Association. 11 any such attempt becomes noticeable,
the purffose of the Association will no longer he recoenized as only
chavitable, the income an'd properties will then he Hable to taxation and
that taxation also must then he 1).1"()\'i(1ed for. .

The main funetion and purpose of the Association s to provide the
place and opportunity to discuss developments in the seientitie theory and
practice of the varioug Lranches of engineering and to give publicity
to the dibjeets discussed. It has heen telt hy all seientists and engineers
who have a new invention or setentific discovery or sene new process to
discuss that neither the home nor the place of business or of service. nor
the elubis a suitable place for such diseussion.  Mtempt at teelnieal
dicussion i any ol these places is opposed by either igforanee or
impatienee or arrogatce of listeners who Tack eitherethe time, the ahility e
or the desire to egusider and understand the subjeet matter. A gathering
of those who are intervested in the subjeet and have as vell the ability
to understand it is thervebore destred, an:d to obtain that cathering sowme
kind ol an organisation is found necessary. It is mainly for this reason
that technical societies are formed and such stringent rebulations regard-
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ing enrolment to mewmbership maintained. The purpose of these regula-
tions is not to enable selection for employment in public service l.)ut to
obtain members capable of gontributing to the <lisvussi.ons.
[ J
The publication of the papers read and the report of the discumsions
held help®to spread wider the knowledge of developments that would
othegwise have renjained, confined to A select few. This spread of know-
ledge enables members to give better service to their emplovers and adviee
to their clients but is of no direet pecuniary benefit to the members them-
selves. It & mainly the public who are thus benefited. o

.

Applicants for membership of the Association thevefore should not
lope for any gain from their membership other Than the opportunity to
vive when they teel that they have something new to ¢ive for the general
benefit of the public.



