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H o n o u ra b le  C h ief G u est, L ad ies  a n d  
G en tlem en .

I t  is a  g rea t o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  u s , th e  o rg an i­
se rs  o f  th e  T h ird  A ll In d ia  C onference o n  
E ng ineering  M a te ria ls  &  E q u ip m e n t to  be 
ab le  to  com e so close to  you  a ll— all o f  you  
w ho c o n s titu te  v ario u s d isc ip lines o f  life-the 
d isc ip lines w hich  a re  so  in te rre la ted  a n d  im p o r­
ta n t  specially  to -d ay  w hen specia lisa tion  m eans 
,a w ay fo r  a ll a n d  a ll fo r  th e  way.

Y o u  have assem bled  h ere  to -d ay  w ith  a  
g re a t love fo r o u r  c ity , th e  C a lc u tta . M any  o f  
you  know  how  g lo rious w as th e  g ro w th  o f  o u r 
C ity . T h is  C ity  is th e  b ir th  p lace  o f  h u n d red s  
o f  g rea t m en o f  In d ia n  H is to ry . T h is  C ity  
w as th e  c re a tio n  o f  th e  B ritish e rs—b u t they  
co u ld  n o t m ake  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  C ity  as  
th ey  desired  o r  p la n n ed . T h is  C ity  so o n  
tu rn e d  to  be a  h o t b ed  o f  po litics . F ro m  th a t  
very  tim e  th e  fash ionab le  C ity  o f  C a lc u tta  lo st 
th e  ch a rm  o f  living— th e  B ritishers ‘fo u n d  th e  
C ity  o f  D e lh i m ore  safe to  live in : C a lc u tta  
lo s t th e  g lory  o f  th e  E m p ire  C a p ita l. C a lc u tta  
d id  n o t b o th e r fo r it. I t  m a in ta in ed  its  tr a d i­
t io n  o f  in d ep en d en t g ro w th , in d ep en d en t 
th in k in g  a n d  rev o lu tionary  o u tlo o k .

Y o u  w ill be as ton ished  to  k n o w  th a t 
d u r in g  th e  la s t fifty years o f  B ritish  R u le  they  
u n d e r to o k  n o  sign ifican t developm en t w ork  
fo r  th e  C ity  o f  C a lc u tta . T h e  o ld  w ater 
supp ly , sew erage a n d  d ra in ag e  system s w ere 
n o t ren o v a ted  fo r  years to g e th er. T h e  C a lc u tta  
C o rp o ra tio n  b a d  n o  fu n d  to  p u rch a se  land  fo r  
expansion  o f  th e  garbage dum p in g  g ro u n d . 
B u t C a lc u tta  h a d  its n a tu ra l a ttra c tio n  fo r th e  
B engalees a n d  o th e r  In d ian s  w ho b ad  once 
g o t ac q u a in tan c e  w ith  th e ir  “ liveliest In d ia n  
C ity” . C a lc u tta  so o n  grew  u p  to  a  m o st

p o p u lo u s  C ity . T h e  G o v ern m e n t w as re lu c ­
ta n t  to  ta k e  u p  an y  m a jo r expensive w o rk  fo r^  
C a lc u tta . O n  th e  co n tra ry  th e  sh o ck  o f  th e  
tw o  successive W o rld  W ars h it  th e  C ity  o f  
C a lc u tta  m o s t a n d  th e  C ity -eco n o m y  w as 
sh a tte re d .

A n d  am id st th is  c a ta s tro p h ic  econom ic 
c o n d itio n s  th e  c o u n try  w as d ec la red  In d e p e n ­
d e n t an d  th e  C ity  cff C a lc u tta  in d ep en d en tly  
sh a rin g  th e  b u rd e n  o f  th e  la k h s  o f  refugees 
o f  th e  E ast P ak is tan . T h e  th e n  p o p u la r  
G o v t, co u ld  d o  very  lit tle  fo r  th e  
deve lopm en t o f  th is  C ity . T h ere  w as n o  suffi­
c ien t m oney  fo r  th e  city— th e  c ity  o f  C a lc u tta  
along  w ith  its  in d u stria l fringes tr ie d  its  ievel 
b es t to  b o o s t up  th e  eco n o m y  o f  th e  c o u n try —  
C a lc u tta  rem a in ed  neg lec ted .

T h an k s  to  o u r  P rim e M in is te r  S h reem ati 
In d ira  G an d h i. C a lc u tta  d u rin g  th e  4 th  5-year 
p la n  p e r io d  g o t trem en d o u s  en co u rag em en t 
a n d  help  fro m  th e  p re se n t G o v e rn m e n t. T he 
C ity  is  develop ing . W e a re  c o n s tru c tin g  new  
b u ild in g  a n d  ren o v a tin g  th e  o ld  o n es , b u t  / 
w e a lso  kn o w  th a t  a  c ity  c a n n o t g ro w  o n ly  on  
its  m a so n ry  fo u n d a tio n — o th e r  asp ec ts  a re  
also  equally  im p o rta n t. F o r  th e  c ity  o f  C al­
c u t ta  th e  M e tro p o lita n  P lan n in g  O rg an isa tio n  
is th e re  to  p la n  th e  physical schem es 'fo r  
deve lopm en t o f  city . B u t th e  econom ic  p r o ­
gress o f  th e  C a lc u tta  a n d  its  h in te rla n d  does n o t  
seem  to  b e  desirab le  to  m an y  an d  d isc rim m a -- , 
t io n  is a p p a re n t in  a ll cases. H ow ever, i t  '  
is  fo r  u s  to  exert a n d  rega in  o u r  lo s t p o s itio n

T h e  (C alcutta 2001 exh ib itio n  w ill d ep ic t 
th e  asp ira tio n s  o f  the  c itizens o f  th e  G re a te r  
C a lc u tta  an d  o f  th e  c o u n try  a s  a  w hole, a s  to  
how  th ey  w ish  C a lc u tta  to  g row . T h is  E x h ib i­
tio n s  w ill p o r tra y  m a in ly  th e  physical
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p ro g ram m es o f  C . M . P .  O . th a t  is  now  
being  ta k e n  u p  g rad u a lly  by  C . M . D . A . fo r  
im p lem en ta tio n  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  executing  
a u th o ritie s .
I  W e in v ite  y o u  a ll to  th is  E x h ib itio n  a n d  
a lso  req u est y o u  to  give y o u r suggestions a n d  
com m en ts  as  how  we w o u ld  im p ro v e  u p o n  
o u r  p ro g ram m in g s . W e th a n k  o u r  h o n o u rab le

M in is te r  n o t  on ly  fo r  h is  com ing  ov er h e re  to  
in a u g u ra te  th e  ex ih ib itio n  b u t a lso  fo r h is 
k in d  h e lp  a n d  co -o p e ra tio n  th ro u g h  h is I  &  
P . R . d ep t, w ith o u t w hich th is  E x h ib itio n s  
co u ld  n o t be possib le . W e th a n k  y o u  a ll fo r 
ta k in g  the  tro u b le  o f  com in g  o v er h e re  a n d  
jo in in g  th is  in a u g u ra l fu n ctio n .

R . N . M ukherjee

Inaugural Address

L ad ies  a n d  G en tlem en ,

I  am  so rry  I  am  la te  in  a t te n d in g  th is  fu n c­
tio n  as  I  w as p reo ccu p ied . F irs t  o f  a ll I  
convey  m y greetings a n d  w ishes fro m  th e  side 
o f  th e  G o v ern m en t a n d  p erso n a lly  to  y o u  a ll 
a n d  h o p e  th a t the  E x h ib it io n : C a lc u tta  2001 
w ill be a  success. T h e  b eg inn ing  is goo d , th e  en d , 
I  h o p e , w ill be so . I  a lso  th a n k  th e  sponso rs  
o f  th is  ex h ib itio n  w hich  is som eth ing  new  
to  th e  peop le  o f  C a lc u tta .

T h e  m ain  p u rp o se  o f  a n  ex h ib itio n  is to  
c re a te  a n  in te n tio n  o f  p la n n in g . A s a  re su lt, 
th e  m a in  success d epends n o t  o n ly  on  G o v ern - 
m ew ^b u t, if  th e  eng ineers ta k e  u tm o s t in te res t 
in  it ,  m u s t th e  exh ib itio n  be successful.

T h is  is th e  first tim e  en d e av o u rs  h av e  been  
m a d e  to  th in k  u p o n  C a lc u tta  in  W est B engal.

T h e  s ta rtin g  is  n o  d o u b t go o d  a n d  h o p e  
C a lc u tta  is p ro p e rly  developed .

W e th e  rep resen ta tiv es  o f  th e  peop le  fo r­
m ing  a G o v ern m e n t b o d y  can  ru n  a d m in is tra ­
tio n  b u t. w e a re  n o t th e  m aste rs  o f  p lan n in g  
a n d  p rog ram m es. I  d o n ’t feel shy to  express 
th a t  w e req u ire  y o u r  ac tive  p a itic ip a tio n  a n d  
c o o p e ra tio n  an d  I  am  su re , th is  is th e  firs t 
tim e  w e a re  ask in g  y o u r  u tm o s t co o p e ra tio n  
to  develop  th is  C a lc u tta .

I  th a n k  a ll th o se  d e p a rtm e n ts  w ho 
ex tended  th e ir  c o o p e ra tio n  to  m ake  th e  exhili- 
t io n  a  success. I  th a n k  a ll eng ineers a n d  
m en  o f  d isc ip lines o f  life w h o  com e over here 
f ro m  d iffe ren t p a r ts  o f  In d ia . I  th a n k  y o u  
all;

J a i H in d

S iib ra ta  M ukherjee


